Dive sites out of Plymouth with Plymouth Sound BSAC 

We like to think that we dive the largest number of boat dive sites out of Plymouth. Of course, we have our favourites, but in 2008, we dived 34 different sites from our two RIBS. In 2008, the Club featured in a ‘Top Ten’ dive sites out of Plymouth article in Dive Magazine (click here to view). Here, we describe some of our favourite locations.
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	Plymouth Sound Drop-off (west-east along about 50º 18’N)

The submerged cliff line off Plymouth Sound is just that – where the sea came to over 10,000 years ago. Dive anywhere along the 30m depth contour and you find it. But depths can be well in excess of 40m, so not for novices. Plymouth Sound Dive club usually drives the RIB over the cliff line, turns back towards Plymouth and drops a shot when just inshore of the slope. You will be amazed at the dense forests of sea fans at the top of the cliff but don’t idle there, go south over cliffs up to 4 m high standing out like buttresses guarding the canyons leading back inshore. At the base of the cliff are large boulders providing homes for congers but sparsely colonized by attached marine life especially when compared with the gaudy and bizarre species attached to the cliffs. Here be spectacular scenery, nationally rare sunset corals, football sea squirts, yellow and white cluster anemones and all sorts else.

Keith Hiscock

	Straight out of the Mediterranean – sunset cup corals, Leptopsammia pruvoti, a nationally rare species in the canyons that can be followed from the base of the cliffs back to the ‘shallows’.
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	Red sea fingers (Alcyonium glomeratum) and sea fans (Eunicella verrucosa) at the top of a cliff.
	Yellow cluster anemones (Parazoanthus axinellae) – another tropical-looking species on the Drop-off.
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	A lobster unwisely looks out from under boulders below the cliffs – perhaps it knows it is too small to take.
	Boulders at the base of the drop-off at about 40m are a favorite for conger eels.


From the Plymouth Sound BSAC Web site: www.plymouthdivers.org.uk
Plymouth Sound Divers are based at the Mount Batten Watersports Centre
All underwater images ©Keith Hiscock

