Dive sites out of Plymouth with Plymouth Sound BSAC 
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The view on top of Hatt Rock at the start of a dive (if you have dropped your shot well!)
	Hatt Rock: (50°10.470’N, 04°29.180’). 

A 14 nm journey from Plymouth, a dive at Hatt Rock depends on favourable weather conditions, but the rock’s isolated location has its advantages and Plymouth Sound Dive Club will get there several times a year. Following the shot onto the top of the rock at 25m below low water level with nothing else around is like being in a wilderness – comparable to standing on a rocky tor on the wild and empty landscape of Dartmoor. Due to its depth there is only sparse kelp and seaweeds on the pinnacle and, beyond that, the rock plunges to more than 60m. The sides are covered in brightly coloured jewel and plumose anemones with dense sea fans in places and wildlife that is not found closer inshore including cushion stars and slipper lobsters have been reported there. Don’t try to drop onto the pinnacle without following a shot.

Pete Flaxman
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	Although the rock is mica schist, Hatt look like a granite tor from below.
	Colorful jewel anemones (Corynactis viridis) dominate the rock.
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	Hatt Rock is the only location out of Plymouth you are likely to find red cushion stars, Porania pulvillus.
	The purple volcano sponge Haliclona viscosa – populations are especially well developed at Hatt.


From the Plymouth Sound BSAC Web site: www.plymouthdivers.org.uk
Plymouth Sound Divers are based at the Mount Batten Watersports Centre
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